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MEDIUM TEMPUS
za simfonijski orkestar

Kompozitorski opus Berislava Popovica (Zajecar, 1931 - Beograd,
2002) se moze smatrati medu najsmelijim i najkompleksnijim u
generaciji autora koja je na muzicku ‘scenu’ u Srbiji stupila Sezde-
setih godina 20. veka. Pomerajuc¢i granice muzickog izraza ka
tadasnjim dostignu¢ima vodecih evropskih stvaralaca, Popovi¢ se
ve¢ u svojim ranim ostvarenjima kao $to su Kamena uspavanka za
mesoviti hor, klavirskim delima - Sviti, Sonati, Varijacijama, a
narocito u nesto kasnije nastalom Gudackom kvartetu, Tuzbalicama
za dve grupe instrumenata, kao i Koncertu za orkestar — Difrakcije
i kompoziciji Medium tempus za veliki simfonijski orkestar, oti-
snuo daleko van okvira tada dominantnog muzickog misljenja
karakteristicnog za stvaralastvo beogradske muzicke sredine toga
vremena, ostajuci dosledan otkrivanju novih zvuc¢nih tembrova i
nacina oblikovanja sonorne mase i u svojim kasnijim ostvarenjima
poput Igre senke za duvacki kvintet, Balade za gudace i drugih.
(Upor. ,,Biografija Berislava Popovi¢a’, u: Tijana Popovi¢ Mladje-
novi¢ i dr. /ur./, Difrakcije kompozitorskog, muzicko-teorijskog,
pedagoskog i drustveno-kulturnog stvaranja Berislava Popovica,
Beograd, Fakultet muzicke umetnosti & Muzikolosko drustvo
Srbije, 2022, 389)

Delo Medium tempus za veliki simfonijski orkestar, nastalo je
1972. godine. Premijerno je predstavljeno publici u Beogradu 11.
marta 1975. godine na koncertu simfonijskog orkestra Beogradske
filharmonije kojom je dirigovao Bogo Leskovic, dok je prvi zabe-
lezeni audio snimak ovog Popovicevog ostvarenja nacinjen iste
godine u Ljubljani u interpretaciji Simfonijskog orkestra Radio-
televizije Slovenije na ¢ijem celu je bio dirigent Samo Hubad.

U manuskriptu svoje partiture, Popovi¢ je zabelezio sledece:

»Osnovna koncepcija dela je medusobno suprotstavljanje
instrumentalnih grupa (drvenih, limenih i gudackih instru-
menata, odnosno manjih podgrupa u njihovom okviru) u
sukcesivnom i simultanom postavljanju metricki fiksiranog
toka jedne grupe prema slobodnom nemenzurisanom toku
druge grupe. Pojedine grupe instrumenata imaju pored pome-
nute razlike u notnom zapisu (jedne su menzurisane, a druge
ne) i razli¢ito vreme proticanja, tako da je postignuta maksi-
malna samostalnost i ritmic¢ka nepodudarnost. Iz antagoniz-
ma ovih dvaju polova rezultira ekspresivnost visokog napona,
podvucena ostrim dinamic¢kim kontrastima.”

Naime, kako istice Mirjana Veselinovi¢-Hofman, ,,u jednom
evolutivnom, lu¢nom obliku” [...], ,kao u jednom dahu’, bez pre-
daha i odmorista, ostvaruje se ,,ekspresionisticki silovit, trenutni’,
reklo bi se ,,‘slu¢ajni” muzicki tok ovog dela, koji kao da ,,u sebi
nosi neko stremljenje ka nezavisnosti” proizaslo iz ,kompozitoro-
ve ideje o takvom [sasvim specifi¢nom, proisteklom ,,iz same teh-
nike rada sa materijalom”, prim N. N.] tipu dinamic¢nosti protica-
nja zvuka”. (Mirjana Veselinovi¢, ,,Difrakcije... Skica za muzicku
poetiku Berislava Popovica’, Zvuk, 2, 1986, 7-8)

»,Od slobodne dvanaesttonike [misli se na kompoziciju
Difrakcije — Koncert za orkestar, prim. N. N.], naime, postaje
u delu Medium tempus obavezna dvanaesttonska vertikala
koja se artikuli$e na nacin jednog Lutoslavskog, mozda ponaj-
pre onog iz vremena Venecijanskih igara: znaci, odredenim
melodijsko-ritmic¢kim celinama kojima se ozvucavaju ili ¢itav
hromatski zbir, ili delovi klastera, ili se, neretko, koloristicki
naglasavaju samo pojedini njegovi tonovi. U smislu gustine

MEDIUM TEMPUS
For Symphony Orchestra

The compositional oeuvre of Berislav Popovi¢ (Zajecar, 1931 -
Belgrade, 2002) is arguably one of the boldest and most complex
ones within the generation of creators who appeared on the
Serbian musical scene during the 1960s. By pushing the boundar-
ies of musical expression towards the then-contemporary achieve-
ments of the leading European creators, Popovi¢, already in his
early works such as The Stone Lullaby for mixed choir, his piano
compositions — Suite, Sonata, Variations, and, notably, in some-
what later pieces such as String Quartet, Laments for two instru-
mental groups, as well as in compositions for large orchestra
Concerto for Orchestra -Diffractions and Medium tempus, soared
high above the musical thinking then dominant in Serbia. He
remained consistent in his quest for new timbres and new shaping
of sonorous material in his later works — A Shadow Play for wind
quintet, Ballad for Strings, and others. (Cf. “Berislav Popovi¢’s
Biography”, in: Tijana Popovi¢ Mladjenovi¢ etal. /Eds./, Diffractions
of Berislav Popovic’s Compositional, Music-Theoretical, Pedagogical,
Social and Cultural Creation, Belgrade, Faculty of Music & Serbian
Musicological Society, 2022, 249)

The work Medium tempus for large symphony orchestra was
composed in 1972. It was premiered in Belgrade on 11 March
1975, at a concert of the Belgrade Philharmonic Orchestra con-
ducted by Bogo Leskovic. The first recorded audio version of
Popovi¢’s composition was made later the same year in Ljubljana,
performed by the Symphony Orchestra of Radio-Television
Slovenia under the baton of conductor Samo Hubad.

In the manuscript of the score, Popovi¢ wrote the following
note:

“The fundamental conception of the work lies in the mutual
opposition of instrumental groups (woodwinds, brass, and
strings, as well as smaller subgroups within each of them)
through the successive and simultaneous juxtaposition of a
metrically fixed flow in one group against the free, non-men-
sural flow of another. In addition to this difference in notation
(some being measured, others not), individual instrumental
groups also possess differing temporal durations, thereby
achieving maximal autonomy and rhythmic incongruence.
From the antagonism of these two poles emerges an expres-
sivity of high tension, underscored by sharp dynamic con-
trasts.”

As Mirjana Veselinovi¢-Hofman emphasises, “within an evo-
lutionary, arch-like form” [...], “as if in a single breath”, without
pause or repose, there unfolds “the expressionistically powerful,
instantaneous’, one might even say “accidental” musical current
of this work, which seems to “contain within itself a certain striv-
ing toward independence” arising from “the composer’s idea of
such a [particular, deriving ‘from the very technique of working
with the material, author’s note N. N.] type of dynamic sound
flow” (Mirjana Veselinovi¢, “Difrakcije... Skica za muzicku poeti-
ku Berislava Popovic¢a’, Zvuk, 2, 1986, 7-8)

“From the free twelve-tone technique [employed in Diffractions
- Concerto for Orchestra, author’s note N. N.] Popovi¢ in
Medium tempus proceeds towards a more rigorous twelve-
tone verticality, articulated in a manner reminiscent of
Lutostawski — perhaps most closely akin to his Venetian Games
period. This involves the formation of distinct melodic-rhyth-



hromatskog totala, njegovog vertikalnog rasporedivanja, cesto
se mogu nazreti i odnosi kvarte ili terce, ili, pak, velikih sekun-
di razdvojenih nekim veéim intervalima - obi¢no tercom,
kvartom i sekstom. Primenjuje se i takvo predstavljanje verti-
kale koje njen hromatski zbir ras¢lanjava — po tipu harmon-
skog sklopa i po fakturi — na izvestan broj slojeva koji proticu
istovremeno: na primer, na neki akordski tok (u kome mogu
da figuriraju i kvartno-kvintni odnosi), na ritmizovan pedal i
na odredene melodijsko-ritmicke oblike. Obi¢no su ti slojevi
diferencirani i po instrumentalnoj boji $to je, uostalom, u skla-
du sa osnovnom autorovom idejom o koncepciji ovog dela.
[...] Efekat koji se postize registruje se u domenu aleatorike
kao neke srednje vrednosti proticanja vremena suprotstav-
ljenih orkestarskih grupa [podvukla N. N.].” (Idem)

Ne oslanjajuci se na obrasce standardizovanih muzicko-for-
malnih tipova, Popovi¢ gradi petodelni muzicki tok (videti anali-
ticki spregnuto tumacenje Milice Lazarevi¢ u: Milica Lazarevig,
»Interferiranje kompozitorksog i muzicko-teorijskog misljenja
Berislava Popovi¢a’, u: Tijana Popovi¢ Mladjenovi¢ i dr. /ur./,
Difrakcije kompozitorskog, muzicko-teorijskog, pedagoskog i drus-
tveno-kulturnog stvaranja Berislava Popovica, Beograd, Fakultet
muzicke umetnosti & Muzikolosko drustvo Srbije, 2022, 72-99),
»Kkoji se krece u nekom meduvremenu, u predelu izmedu razlicitih
vremena, zapravo izmedu horizontalnog i onog ‘nestvarnog’,
‘zaustavljenog’, vertikalnog vremena ili, drugim re¢ima, u petodi-
menzionalnom muzickom prostor-vremenu o kojem je vise od
dve decenije kasnije Popovi¢ pisao u svojoj knjizi Muzicka forma
ili smisao u muzici” (Ibid., 80). Konstantna vertikalna, horizontal-
na, dinamicka, ritmicka i tembrovska prelamanja, usecanja, suda-
ranja i odbijanja, grade jedan burno zatalasan, eksplozivan, konti-
nuiranimuzickitokbogate orkestarskezvucne palete. Kristalisanjem
motivskih fragmenata, odnosno delova hromatskog totala datog
na samom pocetku dela u leze¢em akordu gudackog korpusa, koji
u mikropolifonom prepletu izranjaju u deonicama drvenih duvac-
kih instrumenata uz koloristicko naslojavanje boja harfe, ¢inela i
viola, kao i raznovrsnim grupisanjem ovih fragmenata u smislu
koriS¢enja njihovog unutrasnjeg energetskog potencijala, te for-
miranjem ritmicki pregnantne melodije naizmeni¢no u visim i
nizim gudackim instrumentima, uspostavlja se osnova i/ili sredis-
nja vremenska ravan ¢itavog dela.

Tok kompozicije — u kojem se smenjuju metricki odredeni i
neodredeni segmenti, homofoni, polifoni, mikropolifoni fakturni
slojevi, melodijsko-ritmicki crtezi, strete, punktualisticka raspore-
divanja zvucnih cCestica sa gustim ritmizovanim pedalnim klaster-
skim nanosima u dinamickim kresendima i dekresendima, sfor-
zandima - neprekidno narasta do samog svog kraja, dostizuci
vrhunac oznacen udarom tam-tama u 246. taktu, nakon cega
nastavlja da zvuci klaster u kontrabasima ,,kao eho svega predenog
i dozivljenog” (Petar Osghian, Tekst procitan u okviru tribine
Udruzenja kompozitora Srbija povodom premijernog izvodenja
dela Medium tempus — audio snimak iz privatne arhive porodice
Popovi¢). Manifestujuc¢i osnovnu koncepciju dela o samostalnosti,
ritmickoj nepodudarnosti i razli¢itom vremenu proticanja zvuc-
nog materijala u razli¢itim instrumentalnim grupama, kroz anta-
gonizam menzuriranog i nemenzuriranog muzickog vremena,
Popovi¢, u tumacenju Petra Osghiana, ovaplo¢uje muzicku ,,borbu
staticnog sa dinami¢nim” u kojoj ,nema pobednika i pobedenih’,
¢iji je konacni rezultat, zapravo, ,,stvaranje nove srednje vrednosti”

(Idem).

Kao nova srednja vrednost moze se razumeti konstantna vibra-
cija, na koju sam kompozitor u svojoj muzicko-teorijskoj knjizi

mic entities which sonically illuminate either the entire chro-
matic aggregate or selected portions of a cluster, or, at times,
emphasise only individual pitches for colouristic purposes. In
terms of the density of the chromatic total and its vertical
organisation, one can often discern relationships based on the
intervals of a fourth, a third, or a major second separated by
wider intervals — typically a third, a fourth, or a sixth. Popovi¢
also applies a treatment of the vertical that subdivides the
chromatic aggregate — both harmonically and texturally - into
several simultaneous layers: for instance, into a chordal flow
(which may also contain quartal-quintal relations), a rhyth-
mically articulated pedal, and distinct melodic-rhythmic pat-
terns. These layers are typically differentiated by instrumental
colour, which, after all, corresponds fully to the composer’s
primary conception of the work. [...] The effect can be per-
ceived within the domain of aleatoric music as a certain
mean value of the temporal flow of opposed orchestral
groups [author’s note N. N.]” (Idem).

Rejecting the models of standardised formal prototypes,
Popovi¢ constructs a five-part musical continuum (see the ana-
lytically integrated interpretation by Milica Lazarevi¢ in: Milica
Lazarevi¢, “Interference of Berislav Popovi¢ Compositional and
Music-Theoretical Thinking”, in: Tijana Popovi¢ Mladjenovi¢ et
al. /Eds./, Diffractions of Berislav Popovics Compositional, Music-
Theoretical, Pedagogical, Social and Cultural Creation, Belgrade,
Faculty of Music & Serbian Musicological Society, 2022, 42-69),
“which unfolds in an intermediary temporal zone, in a space
between different temporalities — between the horizontal and the
‘unreal, ‘suspended, vertical time; or, in other words, within a five-
dimensional musical space-time that Popovi¢ would later elabo-
rate, more than two decades on, in his book Music Form or Meaning
in Music” (Ibid., 51). Constant vertical, horizontal, dynamic,
rhythmic, and timbral refracting, incisions, collisions, and repul-
sions shape a turbulently undulating, explosive, and continuous
musical flow rich in orchestral colour. Through the crystallisation
of motivic fragments — parts of the chromatic total presented at
the very beginning of the work in the sustained chord of the string
section — which emerge from micro-polyphonic textures in the
woodwinds, enriched by the colouristic layering of harp, cymbals,
and violas, as well as through the varied grouping of these frag-
ments to exploit their inner energetic potential and the formation
of rhythmically pregnant melodies alternating between higher and
lower string instruments, Popovi¢ establishes the foundation or
central temporal plane of the entire work.

The course of the composition — in which metrically deter-
mined and indeterminate segments alternate, together with homo-
phonic, polyphonic, and micro-polyphonic textural strata, melod-
ic-rhythmic contours, strette, and pointillistic distributions of
sound particles combined with dense, rhythmically driven pedal
clusters in dynamic crescendos and decrescendos, and sforzandi
— grows uninterruptedly until its very conclusion, reaching its
culmination at bar 246, marked by the strike of the tam-tam.
Following this climactic moment, the cluster in the double basses
continues to resonate “as an echo of all that has been traversed and
experienced” (Petar Osghian, Text read at the Composers’
Association of Serbia panel following the premiere performance of
Medium tempus — audio recording from the private archive of the
Popovi¢ family). Manifesting the fundamental conception of the
work — the autonomy, rhythmic incongruence, and differing tem-
poral flow of sound material among various instrumental groups,
and the antagonism between measured and unmeasured musical



Muzicka forma ili smisao u muzici (Beograd, Clio & Kulturni cen-
tar Beograda, 1998) najcesce referira. Od prvog trenutka Popovi¢
nas smesta u zvucni prostor koji ‘struji’ i ‘vibrira, u kom se brzine
melodijskih linija interferiranjem ,pretvaraju u odnose ‘gustina™
pri ¢emu se ,,u muzickom toku stvara virtuelni prostor koji neopo-
zivo apsorbuje vremenske mere”. To je ono Popovicevo ,imaginar-
no muzicko prostor-vreme sa pet dimezija — dve dimenzije vreme-
na i tri dimenzije prostora” u kom se stvara energetski naboj usled
‘sabijanja’ motiva i manipulisanja njihovim vremenskim kategori-
jama ritma i metra. U takvim zgusnutim stanjima muzicki tok se
dozivljava kao medijum koji odlikuje gustina, i eventualno, ‘tem-
peratura, odnosno energija koja iz njega isijava (Cf. Berislav
Popovi¢, Muzicka forma ili smisao u muzici, op. cit., 68). Umesto
visine i trajanja, boja i jacina uzivaju status primarnih gradivnih
elemenata. Shodno ovakvom Popovi¢evom teorijskom videnju,
kompozicija Medium tempus se moze zamisliti i kao kakva petodi-
menzionalna zvucna slika Sunca uz kontinuirane koronalne eksplo-
zije i protuberance. A slusalac, postavljen u centar te vibrirajuce
uzarene magme i sveprozimajuce energije, u kojoj nema pauze,
nema mirovanja, postaje tacka preseka tog zvucnog prostor-vre-
mena, i sam medium tempus.

msr Neda Nestorovic¢
Istrazivac¢-saradnik i doktorski kandidat
Katedra za muzikologiju

Fakultet muzicke umetnosti

Univerzitet umetnosti u Beogradu

time — Popovi¢, in Osghian’s interpretation, embodies a musical
“struggle between the static and the dynamic,” in which “there are
neither victors nor vanquished,” but rather a process whose out-
come is “the creation of a new mean value” (Ibid.).

This new mean value may be understood as a constant vibra-
tion, a phenomenon to which Popovi¢ most frequently refers in
his theoretical writings, particularly in Music Form or Meaning in
Music (Belgrade, Clio & Belgrade Cultural Centre, 1998). From
the very opening moment, Popovi¢ immerses the listener in a
sound space that flows and vibrates, wherein the velocity of melod-
ic lines, through interference, “transforms into relations of ‘den-
sity}” whereby “a virtual space is created within the musical flow
which irreversibly absorbs temporal dimensions.” This is the com-
poser’s “imaginary musical space-time of five dimensions — two
dimensions of time and three of space”, within which an energetic
charge emerges as a result of the compression of motifs and the
manipulation of their temporal categories of rhythm and metre. In
such condensed states, the musical flow is experienced as a medi-
um characterised by density and, one might add, by temperature
— that is, by the energy radiating from within it (Cf. Berislav
Popovi¢, Music Form or Meaning in Music, op. cit., 68). In this
context, pitch and duration yield primacy to colour and intensity,
which become the principal structural elements. According to this
theoretical conception, Popovi¢’s Medium tempus may thus be
envisaged as a kind of five-dimensional sonic image of the Sun,
with continuous coronal eruptions and protuberances. The lis-
tener, positioned at the very centre of this vibrating, incandescent
mass of all-pervading energy — where there is no pause, no rest
— becomes the intersection point of that sonic space-time, becom-
ing, in essence, the medium tempus itself.

Neda Nestorovi¢, MA

Research Assistant and Doctoral Candidate
Department of Musicology

Faculty of Music

University of Arts in Belgrade



ORCHESTRA

3 Flauti grandi (anche 2 Flauti piccoli)

3 Oboi (3. anche Corno inglese)

3 Clarinetti in Sib (3. anche Clarinetto basso)
3 Fagotti (3. anche Contrafagotto)

4 Corni in Fa

3 Trombe in Do

3 Tromboni
Tuba

Batteria:

Timpani, 4 Tamburi senza corde - soprano, alto, tenore e basso,
Gran Cassa, Cassa rullante, Tamburo con corde,

Tamburo piccolo senza corde, Campanelli,

Tam-tam, Piatti sospesi - soprano, alto, medio e grande
Xilofono

Celesta
Arpa

Violini (16+14)
Viole
Violoncelli
Contrabbassi

Osnovna koncepcija dela je medusobno suprotstavljanje instrumentalnih grupa /drvenih, limenih i gudackih instrume-
nata, odnosno manjih podgrupa u njihovom okviru/ u sukcesivnhom i simultanom postavljanju metricki fiksiranog toka
jedne grupe prema slobodnom nemenzurisanom toku druge. Pojedine grupe instrumenata imaju pored pomenute razlike
u notnom zapisu /jedne su menzurirane, a druge ne/ i razli¢ito vreme proticanja, tako da je postignuta maksimalna samo-
stalnost i ritmicka nepodudarnost. Iz antagonizma ovih dvaju polova rezultira ekspresivnost visokog napona, podvucena
o$trim dinamickim kontrastima.
Trajanje: 7' 30"

Berislav Popovi¢



MEDIUM TEMPUS

Berislav Popovié¢
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